[The neuronal reactions of the emotional areas of the hippocampus in emotional exposures of different characters].
Reaction of neurons of the emotiogenous hypothalamic regions (lateral hypothalamic area (LH), hypothalamic preoptic area (HPA), ventromedial hypothalamus (VMH)) to intracranial and peripheral emotionally positive and negative stimuli were studied in rats. These responses were compared with alteration of unit activity after feeding the food-deprived animals. Some neurons responded in the same way to all the stimuli applied (non-specific reaction). Neurons with the opposite (specific) reactions to positive and negative emotional stimuli represented 21% of recorded neurons in LH, 23% of those in HPA, and 30% in VMH. Hypothalamic neurons with non-specific and specific types of reactions seem to be the elements of different activation systems. The first of them are related to non-specific activation which determines arousal level and the second ones are involved in specific, local activation which participates in the regulation of a number of types of behaviour.